REMARKS 

The Examiner is thanked for the Official Action dated August 25, 2005 and the indication 
of allowable subject matter. This amendment and request for reconsideration is intended to be 
fully responsive thereto. 

Figures 1-4 were objected to for failure to include the designation "Prior Art" as required 
by MPEP 608.02(g). Applicant has attached "Replacement Sheets" showing this change made to 
Figures 1-4. No new matter has been entered. 

The specification is objected to for minor informalities which have been corrected by the 
above amendment. No new matter has been entered. 

The examiner asserted that the Amendment filed May 06, 2005 introduced new matter 
not supported by the original disclosure. Applicant has canceled the phrase "a total compression 
load from a tie rod is carried only by the platen column" as requested by the patent examiner. 

Claims 1-9 and 14-15 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, for failing to 
comply with the written description requirement; specifically, the new matter objection related to 
claim 1 . Applicant has amended the specification to render this rejection moot. 

Applicant has amended the claims to clarify the structure of this invention to address the 
examiner's concerns. All claims are supported by the original description and no new matter has 
been entered. 

Claims 1-9 and 14-17 were rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph, for indefinite 
claim language. Applicant has reviewed and amended the claims to address the indefiniteness 
issue raised in the Official Action. No new matter has been entered. 
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Claims 1-14 and 16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lasko 
(USP 3,030,879). Applicant respectfully disagrees. However, the examiner indicated that claims 
15 (which depends from independent claim 1) and claim 17 (which depends from independent 
claim 10) are allowable over the art of record. In an effort to expedite prosecution, Applicant has 
amended independent claims 1 and 10 include the allowable subject matter of dependent claims 
15 and 17, respectively. 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims are in condition for allowance and 
notice to that effect is earnestly solicited. Should the Examiner believe further discussion 
regarding the above claim language would expedite prosecution they are invited to contact the 
undersigned at the number listed below. 



Berenato, White & Stavish 
6550 Rock Spring Drive 
Suite 240 

Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
(301) 896-0600 



Respectfully submitted: 



By: 




Matthew Stavish 
Reg. No. 36,286 
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